DEPAUL COMMUNITY BEFRIENDING PROGRAMME




A WORD FROM THE BEFRIENDING COORDINATOR

'‘Befriending supports an end to homelessness in
the lives of individuals. We acknowledge how
overwhelming achieving independent living can be
and ensure our participants do not face it alone."

Tina Hawkins, Befriending Coordinator

It is a joy to look back over 2022 and see how the Befriending program continues to grow and
adapt to our participants. At the core of what we do is prevent homelessness and change
lives. This starts early by building relationships with the men in Back lane as they continue
their journey to independent living. By helping them engage with each other and their
community we hope to ease the transition out of supported accommodation. With the help of
our volunteers we show our participants they have a place in society and a community to join.

Our events throughout the year have been varied and reflect the input the men have in what
is essentially their program. Through social committee meetings we encourage our
participants to take ownership and help plan the calendar. A great example of this is
represented on the cover of this report. The raft race is a very successful annual fund raiser
for Depaul. Every year we enter the only service user manned raft in the race. In 2022 I did
not think we had a team and had missed the deadline to enter. One of our participants rallied
and managed to put one together. Depaul allowed the entry and it resulted in a great day out
and some funds raised. It was great to witness this participation and social responsibility.

Behind every social event and one on one link-in is the aim to reduce isolation and prevent a
return to homelessness. This requires a large team of volunteers who share our values. We
are lucky to have the support of the ESC volunteers as well as our long term volunteers. By
attending events and meeting with participants they ease the transition to independence with
welcoming smiles. From the whole team I would like to thank you for your continued support
and believe in our program and the men who are changing their lives for the better.
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COMMUNITY BEFRIENDING OUTCOMES

Together with your help in 2022 we:
SUPPORTED
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*The most ever delivered and a 100% increase from 2021
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Homelessness has no place



